
The first part of the year has been a 

busy one for the museum and itõs 

volunteers. 

The museum  has hosted annual 

meetings for several organizations 

along with group tours and educa-

tional activities for school age stu-

dents. 

We have also put informational 

booths at several local events. All in 

the effort to get our name, purpose 

and mission statement out to the 

general public. 

A huge thank you to our President, 

Joan Caldwell and volunteers for 

their efforts in hosting an òAfter 

Hoursó business gathering. The  

Chamber of Commerce graciously 

allowed us to host the gathering after 

a cancellation by another business. 

Over 85 professionals and business 

owners attended the gathering and 

were treated to food, drink and a 

tour of our facility. All in all, the re-

action to our museum was positive 

and appreciative. 

For those of you who volunteer 

hours on behalf of the museum, 

please remember to keep track of 

your time and report them to the 

office. They are invaluable when it 

comes to writing matching grants. 

For those of you who would like to 

work on projects, we have a list of 

them for you to choose from. Either 

call or stop by for more information! 
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It is hard to believe it is already the 
end of the first quarter of 2013 and I 
think we are all looking forward to 
spring. We will be starting meetings 
for the fall events and this year will 
be our 35th anniversary of the found-
ing of the organization so it is a spe-
cial year to celebrate.  I want to re-
mind everyone we have a project list 
for anyone who would like to volun-
teer. We have checked off a few 
things and will be adding a few 
more. I am looking at setting aside a 
specific Saturday every month for a 
work day, if anyone has a specific 
Saturday of a month they think 
works better than another  let me 

know, such as the third Saturday, etc. 
Also I will be developing a wish list 
for items we need like stamps, paper, 
envelopes, microwave, in case there 
are folks who would like to contribute 
in that way but not sure what is need-
ed.  Also if you have not paid your 
2013 dues, this will be the last news-
letter you will be receiving until we 
receive your dues. 
 
òYou can dream, create, design and 

build the most wonderful place in the 
world, but it requires people to make 

the dream a reality.ó 
Walt Disney 
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Have you ever thought òI wish I knew more about my family histo-
ry or about a certain event that took placeó? With each generation, 
we lose a little more information that is relevant to each of 
our families history. Yet, many of us havenõt a clue as how to 
get started gathering the stories so important to our past. The 
following article is a compilation about how to ask those 
questions, record them and make them available for future 
reference. 

How to Conduct the Oral History Interview 

Consider who will want to view or listen to and use the 
oral history. 

You may be the only one to conduct an interview with this 
person. So expand the scope of your questions as much as 
possible. This might include demographic types of questions 
and family background information. 

Prepare for the interview. 

Research the time period in which the interviewee lived. 
Learn about the specific people and events you expect to cov-
er. Be creative in your research: Use newspapers, history text-
book, family papers, photo albums, office files, etc. you might 
also ask the interviewee to recommend things you should 
consult. 

Ask open-ended questions. 

Choose those questions that cannot be answered by a simple 
òyesó or ònoó. Listen carefully to the answers and do not in-
terrupt. Be prepared to go with the flow, or respond to an 
answer by pursuing a new line of questions on issues you 
have not anticipated. These are sometimes the best parts of 
oral history gathering. It is important to bring a list of pre-
pared questions. You can organize these questions in chrono-
logical order, or based on a group of events. But peopleõs 
minds do not always work neatly in order; talking about later 
events may trigger memories of earlier times. Do not be 
afraid to admit that you do not know something or to ask for 
more information. 

If possible, interview the person more than once. 

There are three reasons you may want to return for a second 
interview. First, your interviewee may tire after an hour or 
two and you may not have completed the interview. Second, 
you can build trust and confidence toward a more candid in-
terview if you return a second time. Third, you may want to 
do more research or you may think of further questions when 
you transcribe the interview. 

 

Budget your time. 

Often oral historians get caught up in the excitement of 
doing the interviews and complete many of them before 
taking on the task of transcribing them. Budget you time by 
transcribing the interviews as quickly after the interview as 
possible 

Document and archive the interview. 

Transcribe the tapes as soon as possible, or at least write a 
detailed summary of the topics covered. Preserve the tran-
scripts and tapes under optimal conditions - ideally by do-
nating them to a library. 

Establish copyright of the interviews. 

This will permit the interview to be published or used for 
research in the future. An interviewee owns his or her 
works until he or she sighed a deed or gift, giving the copy-
right to the interviewer, the archives or the public domain. 
Often interviewees will offer to donate the documents or 
materials. Your oral history permit can also cover any mate-
rial or documents donated to you. You may also want to 
take a photograph of the interviewee. 

Review your interviewing style to improve your tech-
niques. 

Listen to your tapes and think about the way you asked 
questions and about the questions you could have asked. 
Donõt be discouraged by glitches. Oral history is incremen-
tal, and interviewers can learn from their mistakes. Be will-
ing to share the results with the interviewee. Offer free cop-
ies of the tape and transcript. 

ÅSAMPLE QUESTIONSÅ 

General 

What was the happiest moment of your life? The saddest? 

Who was the most important person in your life: Can you 
tell me about him or her? 

Who has been the biggest influence on your life? What les-
sons did they teach you? 

Who has been the kindest to you in your life? 

What are the most important lessons youõve learned? 

What is your earliest memory? 

Do you have any regrets? 

How has your life been different than what you imagined? 
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What are you proudest of in your life? 

When in life have you felt most alone? 

School 

Did you enjoy school? 

What kind of student were you? 

How would your classmates remember you? 

Are you still in contact with friends you made in school? 

Was there a teacher that greatly influenced you and your life? 

Family Heritage 

What is your ethnic background? 

Where did your parents come from? Have you visited those 
places? 

What traditions have been passed down in your family? 

Do you remember any of the stores your parents told you? 

Marriage 

How did you meet your husband/wife? 

How did you propose? 

What were the best times? The most difficult times? 

Do you have an special memories you would like to share? 

Raising Children 

How did you feel when you first found out youõd be a par-
ent? 

How has being a parent changed you? 

What are your dreams for your children? 

When did your last child leave home? 

War 

Were you in the military? 

Did you go to war? What was it like? 

How did the war experience change you? 

What are your strongest memories from your time in the 
military? 

What lesson, if any, did you learn from this time in your life? 

Do you regret anything that happened during your time in 
the military? 

CHECKLIST FOR ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW  

Prior to Interview: 

Contact all people being interviewed 

Check out your equipment to make sure it works properly 

Review your list of questions or concerns 

During Interview: 

Refer to your interview questions 

Get release forms signed 

Fill out your fact sheet based on the persons life 

Select a good location that is comfortable and free of dis-
tractions. 

After the Interview: 

Label all tapes 

Write down and expand on the notes from the interview 

Start transcribing as soon as possible 

Edit any video you may have taken 

 

Good luck in your endeavor to expand your families history 
or any event you have a special interest in. Remember, there 
can never be enough documentation about a subject and you 
may be the only one to ask about certain specifics. 

The Annals of Kansas, 1886 

Dec 6 - The first train over the Kansas, Nebraska 
and Dakota railroad arrived at Topeka. 

Dec 23 - The Topeka, Salina & Western and The 
Kansas & Colorado railroads consolidated as part 
of the Missouri Pacific. 

Jan 1 - During 1886 Stafford county paid $666 in 
bounties for wolf scalps; $9 for wildcat scalps. 

Jan 29 - Susan B. Anthony, Kansas suffragist, was 
quoted by the Kansas City Times as saying 
òIngalls has to go.ó Senator Ingalls had made 
some anti-suffrage remarks. 

Feb 1 - The Kansas House voted for the woman 
suffrage bill, 91 to 22. Kansas became the first 
state to grant municipal suffrage to women. 
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1. Who was the oldest American elected President? 
2. What year was the first coast-to-coast telephone line set-

up in the US? 
3. Who was the author of the Star Spangled Banner and 

what was their occupation? 
4. In what year did American Indians receive US citizen-

ship status? 
5. What famous botanist and scientist invented Peanut 

Butter? 
6. Who was the first American born President? 
7. In what city was the Liberty Bell cast and what year did 

it come to the United States? 
8. Who commanded the first ever US ònavyó fleet and 

what year was the fleet created? 
9. What famous author was born and died on the days that 
Halleyõs comet could be seen? 

10. What are the two materials that dollar bills are made of? 
11. What is the largest man made lake in the US and what 

created it? 
12. What is the largest city in the US and how many square 

miles does it cover? 
13. In what year was the income tax law created and which 

amendment created it? 
14. What is the only US state that has no poisonous snakes? 
15. What was the first holiday celebrated nation wide in the 

US? 
16. Where is the largest oil producing field in the lower 48 

states located? 
17. In what state were the most Civil War battles fought? 
18. What is the oldest capital city in the US? 
19. Which President held two non-consecutive terms as 

President of the US? 
20. Which of the Great Lakes is entirely within the US? 
21. What four states touch at one point? 
22. Who was the only President to serve more than two 

terms? 
23. Who was the first President to live in the White House? 
24. How many future Presidents signed the Declaration of 

Independence?  
25. In what year did American women win the right to vote?  
26. Who was the first woman to run for President? 
27. Jeanette Rankin was the first woman elected to what? 
28. Lizzie Magie was the inventor of the original Monopoly, 

what was it called? 
29. What was the first state to allow women to vote? 
30. As one of the first leaders for women's rights, who was 

the first woman pictured on a US coin in circulation? 
 
Answers found on Page 6 

1. Make every problem a challenge to meet, beat and de-
feat 

2. Keep self talk positive 
3. Hold no grudges or ill-feelings 
4. Write your worst enemy a nice note 
5. Take your best trait and expand on it daily 
6. Take your worst trait and get rid of it 
7. Give at least six compliments daily 
8. Do favors for others 
9. Wake up early and make a to do list. Do it 
10. Keep conversation with and about others positive 
11. No hate, envy or jealousy 
12. Read and study positive material daily 
13. Believe in yourself, your mission in life, your employer 

and your country 
14. Wake up early and get up with excitement and enthusi-

asm 
15. Use your creative mind to solve problems and handle 

situations 
16. Be decisive in all decisions 
17. Have flexibility daily as things change 
18. Smile and joke in a positive manner 
19. Openly communicate. Donõt bottle up stress and heart-

attack feelings 
20. Treat everyone and every day as the most important in 

your life 
21. Stay away from negative people 
22. Refuse to be defeated 
23. Develop a tremendous mental toughness 
24. Have a superior òbounce-backó ability 
25. Have worthwhile goals that you are always working to-

wards 
 
These inspiring thoughts are provided by fellow member, 
Phil Coleman. Phil is a motivational speaker and owner of 
Champion Seminars. A long-time supporter of the museum 
and its goals, we appreciate his positive and uplifting 
thoughts. 

DEVELOPING A POSITIVE ATTITUDE!  
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GROWING IRISES / Continued 

gust. Soon after this the irises grow roots which help to hold 
the plant firmly during the winter in areas where freezing 
and thawing can result in heaving the rhizome out of the 
ground. If you live in this type of climate, a mulch of salt hay 
can be very beneficial. 
Irises suffer from a variety of diseases. Common problems 
are soft rot, crown rot, rust, fungal leaf spot and scorch. You 
can ask your local garden center how best to combat these 
issues as it pertains to your local climate. 
A good source of information on how to grow and care for,  
your irises is to contact The American Iris Society, your local 
chapter or contact your communities Master Gardeners pro-
gram. There are many blogs and websites that are helpful in 
learning how to grow a beautiful and successful iris bed. 
Mostly just have fun in your endeavor and enjoy the beauty 
of this elegant flower. 

 ñFind something that youôd really 

like to do, and you will never have 

to consider it workò. 
There are plenty of projects around the muse-
um that need attention. If you have a passion 
for history, restoration or find that you like vol-
unteering your time to a worthwhile endeavor, 
we would like you to contact the museum and 
inquire about what kind of projects we have 
available. 

Itõs that time of year when thoughts turn towards working 
outside preparing your yard for planting. Hopefully this arti-
cle will help those who have an interest in Irises. 
Irises are among the easiest of perennials to 
grow, and they give an abundance of beauty 
with minimum care. The iris has a thick 
fleshy root called a òrhizomeó (pronounced 
rye-zome) about like a tough potato in tex-
ture. When you get a new iris, it will proba-
bly look like a rhizome with clipped roots 
and leaves. It can remain out of the ground 
for a week or two without serious harm, 
but the sooner it is planted, the better. 
To plant your irises, choose a sunny spot in well drained soil. 
Prepare the soil well, by spading or turning over the soil with 
a garden fork to a depth of at least 10 inches. Spread fertiliz-
er and work it into the top of the soil. If possible, this 
should be done 2 to 3 weeks prior to planting your irises. A 
well prepared bed will result in better growth and more 
blooms. Donõt starve your irises or make them compete with 
nearby grass or weeds for food and water. Many people have 
soil analyses made of their garden soil, then add the fertilizer 
of the kind and quantity the tests show the soil needs. 
The soil should be light. If your soil is of the clay variety, 
add very coarse sand and humus. Bone meal and a good gar-
den fertilizer, low in nitrogen, are good for irises, but ma-
nure should be used only after it has aged for about a year. 
Otherwise, it may cause rot. The roots must be buried firmly 
to hold the plant in place, but the rhizome should be near 
the surface. An easy way to achieve this is to dig two trench-
es with a ridge between them, place the rhizome on the ridge 
and spread the roots carefully in the trenches. Be sure to 
firm the soil tightly and allow enough for settling to keep the 
rhizome above any possible standing water. Then fill the 
trenches with soil, letting the top surface of the rhizome be 
just barely beneath the surface of the soil. 
If you have several plants, plant them at least a foot and a 
half apart, òfacingó the same way. The rhizomes will then 
increase in the same direction, without crowding each other 
too soon. 
From the new parts of the rhizome, new bloom stalks will 
come up in later years and the flowers will be exactly as the 
original flower. This is called òvegetative propagationó. 
In about 2 or 3 years, the new rhizomes will begin to crowd 
each other and you will want to divide the plant, cutting the 
newer parts of the rhizome free from the old, which may 
then be discarded. 
This digging and separating is best done between one and 
two months after blooming season. Usually in July or Au-

GROWING IRISES / Submitted by Betty Wood 
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1. Ronald Regan 
2. 1914 
3. Francis Scott Key, a lawyer 
4. 1924 
5. George Washington Carver 
6. Martin Van Buren 
7. London, 1752 
8. George Washington, created in 1775 consisting of 4 

ships 
9. Mark Twain 
10. Cotton and Linen 
11. Lake Mead, created by the Hoover Dam 
12. Juneau, Alaska, the city covers 3000 square miles 
13. 1913, created by the 16th Amendment 
14. Maine 
15. The 100th anniversary of George Washingtonõs inaugu-

ration celebrated on April 30, 1889. 
16. Taft, California 
17. Virginia 
18. Santa Fe, New Mexico. Founded in 1610 
19. Grover Cleveland, he was our 22nd and 24th president 
20. Lake Michigan 
21. Utah, Colorado, Arizona & New Mexico 
22. Franklin D. Roosevelt served as President for over 12 

years, the longest time in office. He is the only president 
to serve more than two terms; he died shortly into his 
fourth term in 1945 

23. On Saturday, November 1, 1800, John Adams became 
the first president to take residence in the White House 

24. Two future U.S. Presidents signed the Declaration of 
Independence: Thomas Jefferson and John Adams 

25. The 19th Amendment, ratified on August 18, 1920, pro-
hibits each state and the federal government from deny-
ing any citizen the right to vote because of that citizen's 
sex 

26. Victoria Claflin Woodhull was an American suffragist in 
the 19th century. Woodhull was nominated for Presi-
dent of the United States by the newly formed Equal 
Rights Party on May 10, 1872 

27. In 1916, Jeannette Rankin was the first woman to be 
elected to the United States House of Representatives 
and the first female member of Congress 

28. In 1904, Lizzie Magie invented a game called The Land-
lords Game, a forerunner of the Monopoly game 

29. In July 1890, the Territory of Wyoming, which allowed 
women to vote, was admitted as a state. Wyoming be-
came the first state with women suffrage 

30. Susan B. Anthony was the first woman to be honored 
by being printed on a circulating United States coin 
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