
In making the newsletter as entertaining as possible, it would be wonderful to 

have articles from our members that reflect on their history, lives and experi-

ences that connect to the museum. Please consider submitting a written arti-

cle for the benefit of all our members. In the meantime, I will be updating 

what is happening at the museum and also including articles that pertain to 

Kansas and it’s rich heritage. This will include subject matter of all kinds and 

not solely related to agricultural. Hopefully it will be entertaining, informative 

and educational. 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped distribute informational material at 

our booth at the Farm Expo! There were more vendors attending the Expo 

this year and it showed by the number of people viewing all the Expo had to 

offer. We not only promoted the museum, but the events planned for 2014. 

With warmer weather on its way, the museum has plenty of projects needing 

volunteers. Restoration, painting, documentation and general clean up are just 

a few of the opportunities we have for you to spend time helping out at the 

museum. For those of you who aren’t sure what you would like to do, we 

have a printed list to choose from. So take the opportunity to contribute your 

time and energy towards a worthwhile cause and contact me at 825-8473 with 

your inquiries. 
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 EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS/ Submitted by Will Cooper 

The first quarter of the year was filled with Pinewood Derby’s, Scouting 
Award Ceremonies and banquets hosted by the Museum of Scouting. It has 
been wonderful to see scouts of all ages using the facility for all their activi-
ties. Also there are several Eagle Scout projects in the works and we are grate-
ful to be the recipients of those scouting projects. 

MUSEUM OF SCOUTING 

is looking for donations of Boy Scout or Girl Scout 

memorabilia. These items will be cataloged for display 

in the Scouting Museum. 

 

The Central Kansas Flywheels has hosted several meetings and a wedding 
during the first part of the year. Upcoming events include another wedding, 
Discover Salina Naturally, graduation parties, 30 pre-school kids and their 
families making use of the one-room schoolhouse along with our regular 
events. So we look forward to another busy year where our museum complex 
is enjoyed by those looking for a unique facility to hold their events. 
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YOU’RE ONLY OLD ONCE / Submitted by John Newcomer 



FIRST TORNADO PHOTO / Kansas Historical Society 
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The first known photograph of a tornado was taken in An-
derson County, Kansas.

 

Tornadoes have threatened lives on the Great Plains for cen-
turies, but until the late 1800s most Americans had never 
actually seen one. That changed on April 26, 1884, when 
unique circumstances allowed a farmer in Anderson County, 
Kansas, to capture the first known photograph of a tornado. 

For three days that spring, the United States Signal Corps 
(precursor to the National Weather Service) observed a mas-
sive storm cell moving into Kansas from Colorado. At 5:30 
p.m. on April 26, residents of Garnett witnessed a long rope-
like funnel descend from the western sky near the tiny ham-
let of Westphalia. For roughly 30 minutes it moved on a 
northeasterly path. The tornado’s slow progress allowed lo-
cal fruit farmer and amateur photographer A.A. Adams time 
to assemble his cumbersome box camera and capture this 
singular image. Positioned near the United Presbyterian 
Church in Garnett, Adams was standing just 14 miles from 
the cyclone. 

Meteorology was still in its infancy in the 1880s. The Signal 
Corp could measure weather anomalies through the use of 
field stations, but could not forecast. As a result, early set-
tlers had no warning.  Tornadoes primarily afflict the Plains 
states of North America, and historically the only images of 
them were drawings by eyewitnesses. Even today, tornadoes 
remain elusive and random, and are typically measured by 
the damage they leave behind. Photographic evidence pro-
vided experts with valuable insight and proved infinitely fas-
cinating to a general public more accustomed to legend than 
science. 

The day after the storm, a newspaper reporter from the An-
derson County Republican rode out on horseback to assess 
the damage. Though several residents reported having heard 
the sound of a locomotive (often associated with tornadoes), 
the storm traveled roughly nine miles through open prairie 
and caused little damage. The only injury was to a man who 
was tossed several feet along with his lumber wagon.  

Adams was well aware of the value of his image. Born on a 
Virginia farm, he arrived in Kansas in 1857. Following a 
short stint in the Civil War, he settled in Lawrence, Kansas, 
where he established a photography studio. He sold the stu-
dio in 1867 and moved to Anderson County.  Following the 
1884 storm, Adams attempted to exploit his rare image by 
selling souvenir cabinet cards and stereographs. Unfortu-
nately, a more dramatic photograph of a tornado that struck 
South Dakota four months later soon overshadowed his 
work. Now thought to have been altered, the South Dakota 
photograph depicted three cyclones and achieved more no-
toriety because the storm caused fatalities. For decades, the 
South Dakota image was popularly considered to be the first 
photographed tornado. 

Modern meteorologists consider Adam’s April 26th photo-
graph to indeed be the first image, corroborated by Signal 
Corps weather maps and a newspaper account containing a 
physical description of the storm. The cabinet card bears 
Adams’ mark and the nearby church can be seen along the 
right edge. The stereograph is cropped more tightly on the 
twister and also was probably produced by Adams for resale. 
Today, both images are held in the Library & Archives col-
lection at the Kansas Historical Society.  View Adam's torna-
do images on Kansas Memory. 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/23681
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209199


KANSAS TRIVIA / Submitted by Will Cooper 
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How well do you know your Kansas history? Here are some 
questions for you to ponder about our fair state.  
 
1. Which city is the oldest in Kansas? 
 a. Lawrence  b. Leavenworth 
 c. Lecompton  d. Kansas City 
 
2. Where is the Kansas State Fair held each year? 
 a. Wichita  b. Hutchinson 
 c. Topeka  d. Salina 
 
3. Which city is known as the “Oasis on the Plains?” 
 a. Colby   b. Lakin 
 c. Waterville  d. Valley Falls 
 
4. Which Kansas was named the National Football League’s     
Rookie of the year in 1965? 
 a. John Riggins  b. Gale Sayers 
 c. Lynn Dickey  d. Barry Sanders 
 
5. Which cartoonist, born in Kansas, is the creator of the 
famous comic strip “Beetle Bailey?” 
 a. Charles Schulz b. Bill Amend 
 c. Bill Watterson  d. Mort Walker 
 
6. Which famous Dodge City sheriff was a buffalo hunter, 
gambler, deputy U.S. marshal, and later a newspaper journal-
ist? 
 a. William “Bat” Masterson b. Wyatt Earp 
 c. Henry Newton  d. Doc Holliday 
 
7. Which Kansas-born clown known as Weary Willie, toured 
with the Ringling Brothers and Barnum  Bailey Circus and is 
considered one of the greatest of all time? 
 a. Red Skelton  b. Emmett Kelly 
 c. Mark Anthony d. Bobby Kaye 
 
8. Which Kansas, born in Wichita, is known for her role in 
the NBC television series Cheers? 
 a. Shelly Long  b. Rhea Perlman 
 c. Kirstie Alley  d. Bebe Neuwirth  
 
9. Which famous and influential African American poet and 
author spent much of his boyhood growing up in Lawrence 
and Topeka? 
 a. Langston Hughes b. Countee Cullen 
 b. Jupiter Harmon d. Paul Laurence Dunbar 
 
 

10. Which county is the home to the Tallgrass National Prai-
rie Preserve? 
 a. Barton County b. Chase County 
 b. Ford County  c. Stafford County 
 
11. Where did the Wichita and other Plains Indians store 
their food to preserve and protect it? 
 a. underground  b. on platforms 
 b. in caves  d. in the trees 

 
12. What major trade route through Kansas stretched a 
thousand miles from Missouri to New Mexico? 
 a. Chisholm Trail b. Santa Fe Trail 
 b. Oregon Trail  d. California Trail 
 
13. Which overland trails to the west were primarily used by 
pioneers seeking gold and inexpensive farmland? 
 a. California and Oregon Trails 
 b. California and Santa Fe Trails 
 c. Santa Fee and Oregon Trails 
 d. Chisholm and Santa Fee Trails 
 
14. What were the nicknames given to those that were 
freight wagon teamsters? 
 a. bushwhacker and highwaymen 
 b. bullwhackers and muleskinners 
 c. vaqueros and cowboys 
 d. drover and wrangler 
 
15. What town was the territorial capital of Kansas in 1856? 
 a. Wyandotte  b. Lecompton 
 b. Topeka  d. Lawrence 
 
16. What is a nickname for African American soldiers of the 
10th U.S. Calvary? 
 a. Buffalo Soldiers b. Buffalo Warriors 
 c. Dog Soldiers  d. Buffalo Calvary 
 
17. What is the state amphibian of Kansas? 
 a. barred tiger salamander b. bullfrog 
 c. tree frog   d. mudpuppy 
 
18. What is the state march of Kansas? 
 a. I’m a Jayhawk  b. Wildcat Victory 
 c. Kansas March  d. Free State March 
 
 
 

***Answers on Page 6*** 

KANSAS TRIVIA / cont’d 
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blacks, whites, and Native Americans all fought on the same 
battlefield. 

The flag measures 6 feet 6 inches by 6 feet. Ribbons painted 
on the flag identify the regiment and include the national 
motto, E Pluribus Unum. Particularly striking are the 22 battle 
honors painted on the flag, all from places in Missouri, Ar-
kansas, and Oklahoma. 

The Second Kansas Cavalry was mustered out in August 
1865. 

National Color of the First Kansas Battery 

The First Kansas Battery began organizing in July 1861, but 
was not fully functional until the following year. There is 
some confusion about the service of this regiment, as the 
Kansas Adjutant General's report gives little information but 
suggests the battery was involved in the pursuit of Confeder-
ate General John Hunt Morgan in Indiana. This goes un-
mentioned in other sources. 

Early in the war, recruits for the battery participated in 
James Lane's raid on Osceola, Missouri, which resulted in 
the looting and burning of the town. Osceola has been cred-
ited as one of the reasons for William Quantrill's raid on 
Lawrence in 1863. 

The Battery stayed west of the Mississippi for the first half 
of the war, taking part in the battle of Prairie Grove in 1862. 
In July 1863 they were stationed at Columbus, Kentucky, on 
the Mississippi River. This might explain why the Adjutant 
General reported their role in the Morgan's Raid campaign 
of Indiana and Ohio. Perhaps they were sent east as rein-
forcements in case the campaign became a major offensive. 

The First Kansas flag is like the United States' traditional 
"Stars and Stripes" with two exceptions. The field of stars is 
embroidered with crossed cannon barrels, illustrating the 
unit's role as a battery. The other exception is that the stripes 
are painted with 11 battle honors, including Osceola, Prairie 
Grove, and Nashville. 

The First Kansas Battery was mustered out in August 1865. 

 

The Civil War was fought in a thousand places, but it is easy 
to forget that some of them were west of the Mississippi 
River. Flags were carried by Kansas troops who fought in 
many of those western battles. 

The war in the trans-Mississippi West has often been over-
looked because the area lacked battles involving large num-
bers of troops, such as Gettysburg, Antietam or Shiloh. 
Thanks in part to the fighting that took place on the Kansas-
Missouri border prior to the war (see Bleeding Kansas), the 
bitterness between troops in the West was comparable to 
that in the East, and arguably worse. 

Testimony to this are two flags: the regimental color of the 
Second Kansas Cavalry, and the national color of the First 
Kansas Battery. These two flags show a total of 33 battle 
honors (places where the units saw service). Nearly all are 
west of the Mississippi River. 

The Kansas Historical Society had serious concerns about 
the condition of these flags, which had been furled on their 
staffs for over 100 years. Professional conservation treat-
ment was completed during the spring of 2008, and the flags 
can again be viewed almost as the soldiers last saw them, 
when they were turned over to the state in 1866. 

This work was done through the Historical Society's Save 
the Flags! project, and made possible by private donations as 
well as a federal grant from the Institute of Library and Mu-
seum Services. 

Regimental Color of the Second Kansas Cavalry 

The Second Kansas Cavalry organized in October 1861. 
Originally intended as an infantry regiment, it was mustered 
in as cavalry the following spring. Among its recruits were 
many who had seen service in the Second Kansas Infantry, a 
90-day regiment at the battle of Wilson's Creek. Because of 
this, battle honors from the infantry regiment are also in-
cluded on the flag. 

This unit stayed west of the Mississippi. Its soldiers fought at 
the battle of Prairie Grove and took part in the Camden 
Campaign (both in Arkansas.) The latter included the battles 
of Jenkins Ferry and Poison Springs. Though not among the 
flag's battle honors, the unit also fought at Cabin 
Creek and Honey Springs in the Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma). These engagements are significant because  

CIVIL WAR BATTLE FLAGS / Kansas Historical Society 

http://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/james-henry-lane/11735
http://www.kshs.org/portraits/quantrill_william_c.htm
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/prairiegrovebattlefield/
http://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/bleeding-kansas/15145
http://www.kshs.org/preserve/saveflags.htm
http://www.kshs.org/preserve/saveflags.htm
http://www.kshs.org/cool2/coolspng.htm
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/prairiegrovebattlefield/
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/H/HO025.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/H/HO025.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/H/HO025.html
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Here are the answers to the trivia questions from Page 4. 
 
1. b. Leavenworth 
2. b. Hutchinson 
3. a. Colby 
4. b. Gale Sayers 
5. d. Mort Walker 
6. a. William “Bat” Masterson 
7. b. Emmett Kelly 
8. c. Kirstie Alley 
9. a. Langston Hughes 
10. b. Chase County 
11. a. underground 
12. b. Santa Fe Trail 
13. a. California and Oregon Trails 
14. b. bullwhackers and muleskinners 
15. b. Lecompton 
16. a. Buffalo Soldiers 
17. a. barred tiger salamander 
18. c. Kansas March 
 
 
Well, how did you do. Granted some of the questions are a 
little obscure but it is part of the history of our state. 

 

 

KANSAS TRIVIA ANSWERS PHOTOS 
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TYPES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
 

COG   $40.00 
Basic voting membership with merchant discounts and newsletter. 
 
SPOKE   $60.00 TO $249.00 
All of the above, PLUS merchant discounts, free Museum admis-
sion and annual listing Newsletter. 
 
MOMENTUM WHEEL $250.00 to $499.00 
All of the above, PLUS free admission to all shows and events. 
 
FLYWHEEL  $500.00 TO $1,499.00 
All of the above, PLUS free admission to all shows and events for 
entire family and guests, an advertisement in the Newsletter, and 
half price use of any facility twice during the year. 
 
BIG WHEEL  $1,500.00 AND UP 
All of the above, PLUS meals at events, and advertisement in pro-
grams and a sign or banner on the premises. Twice annual use of 
facility is free. 
 
STEAM ENGINE One time payment of $3,000.00 
   (Life Member) 
All of the previous benefits and more. Talk to any BOD Officer 
today! 

Below is a listing of the current membership. We certainly 
would like to see this number grow, so if you know of any-
one that would have an interest in the Museum, please pro-
vide them with the information to contact the office. We are 
more than happy to provide interested persons with the 
membership levels and the benefits of belonging to the Mu-
seum. 
 

2014 MEMBERS 
 
 A. Jay Andersen  Clayton Anderson 
 Kenneth Bourbina Richard Bowman 
 Hank Boyer  Richard Buhler 
 Tom Caldwell  Joan Caldwell 
 Phil Coleman  Will Cooper 
 Richard Dielman  John Deck 
 Ronald Gipe  Ron Gross 
 Ronald Heflin  Evelyn Henricks 
 Gary Hicks  Monty Hole 
 Ted Housos  Sherry Housos 
 Kenneth Hudson  Eldon Hyle 
 Francis Komarek  Linda Komarek 
 Jim Komarek  Bryan Lorenson 
 Marilyn Marietta  Elizabeth Marietta 
 Gary Neuschafer  Jack O’Neal 
 Neola O’Neal  Leroy Quade 
 Nellie Quade  Anthony Reiss 
 Katie Reiss  Dave Rettele 
 Jamie Samson  Duane Snyder 
 Ron Sutton  LaVonne Sutton 
 Dwight Tarn  John Thelander 
 Arnold Tillberg  Brenda Tonniges 
 Charles Waddle  Kenneth Wasserman 
 Gary Winslow  Corina Winslow 
 Brad Yost 
 

We appreciate your support! 

Where History Comes Alive! 

2014 MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

NEED SPACE? 
Keep us in mind when you have the need for addi-
tional space when hosting an event. With our fully 
functional kitchen, dining hall for seating up to 80 
people and all the outdoor space you need, we are 
the perfect solution for those events requiring 
room for large groups. 
Call the office at (785) 825-8473 and talk to Will 
about pricing and availability. 
Don’t forget, all museum exhibits and building are 
available for your group to tour and enjoy! 



Phone: 785-825-8473 
Fax: 785-825-8473 
Email: ckf@yesteryearmuseum.org 

A Living History Museum 

We’re On The Web!  Come Check Us Out! 

www.yesteryearmuseum.org 

CENTRAL KANSAS FLYWHEELS YESTERYEAR MUSEUM 
1100 W. DIAMOND DR. 
SALINA, KANSAS   67401 


