
As many of you are aware, our web-

site has been down. This is due to a 

number of issues. First, our hosting 

site at MSN shut down and all data 

was lost with no way to retrieve it. 

Secondly, the registered domain 

name of “Yesteryear Museum.com” 

will be changing to “Yesteryear Mu-

seum.org”. Unfortunately, a past 

president put all the registration in-

formation in his name and we were 

not notified that our ownership of 

the domain name was set to expire. 

The cost to retain that name was ex-

tremely expensive as it was up for 

bidding by the general public. So our 

best option was to buy a new domain 

name with web building and web 

hosting options. Our current domain 

name will be valid for 5 years and 

then we have the option to renew. 

This also means our email capability 

has been down and any emails to the 

old address were returned as unde-

liverable. This is being corrected and 

all new email correspondence should 

be directed to our new email address 

of “yesteryearmuseum.org”. 

If you have any suggestions of what 

you would like to see on our website, 

please feel free to contact me at the 

office with your suggestions. 

Remember, any articles you would 

like published in the newsletter, 

please submit them. The more varie-

ty there is the more it will be of in-

terest to our members! 
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NEW GATES AT THE MUSEUM / Submitted by Will Cooper 

Tom Caldwell has taken on the pro-
ject of installing new entry gates at 
both the east and west entrances to 
the museum. 

The double entry gates are steel and 
are on wheels for ease of movement. 

Tom attached a drop bar to secure 
the double gates and also provided a 
sheltered insert to protect the lock 
from snow and ice. Thank you for 
that, as it will make it much easier to 
gain entry on those cold and icy 
days! 

Michael Caldwell was responsible for 
the welding of the structures and we 
appreciate his effort on our behalf. 

This really is a vastly improved look 
to the entry ways and is much more 

secure than the cable system we had 
in place. 

Tom has also been busy replacing 
lighting throughout the Heritage 
Building and also he, along with Dean 
Gipe, installed a new security light at 
the back entrance into the building. 

Over the weekend, Tom and Joan 
installed coat racks in the dining hall, 
and both the men’s and women’s rest 
rooms. They look great and will add 
will serve a good function. 

This is in addition to the new paint 
applied to the walls of the gallery in 
the Heritage Building. Thank you 
both. The building is really coming 
together and looks and functions 
much better! 

FLOORING PROJECT 

Thank you to Monte Hole who 
spent a weekend patching the 
cracks in the dining hall floor-
ing. Over the years, the cement 
has broken open due to the 
Heritage Building settling on 
its foundation. 
The cracks were becoming a 
hazard to people who would 
trip over them, so this solves a 
safety and esthetic issue. 
Thanks Monte, appreciate you 
doing this for the museum. 
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After touring the museum, John wanted to submit an article 
on behalf of himself and his family to show their appreciation 
of what we have accomplished. Please enjoy their perspective 
of the museum. 

“As visitors walk into the Yesteryear Museum, each person 
sees the exhibits differently depending on their age. The 
youth wonder how we were able to use that contraption for 
what it was intended whereas the older generation see the 
items as things they remember from their youth and wonder 
at the changes that have taken place in their lifetime. 

Dr. Suess is quoted as saying, “You’re only old once.” How 
true that is and how fortunate we older persons are. We are 
survivors!!! Think of the benefits we older persons have. Most 
of us retired. We no longer have to get up early in order to be 
at work by 7 or 8am every morning. We can sleep in late if we 
wish. We can go shopping during the week when there is no 
crowd rather than on the week ends. We can take our vaca-
tions or travel any time we wish. We are free to pursue a hob-
by, do volunteer work, or further our education. We have the 
freedom that we wished for during our working years. 

Consider the changes we witnessed. We have gone from the 
Model T’s to the jet airplanes. We have seen men travel to the 
moon which we could not even have imagined when we were 
young. Our life expectancy as of the year 2000 was 77.1 years. 

For those of us born before the 1930’s, radio and movies 
were our main entertainment. We listened to Little Orphan 
Annie, the Long Ranger, the Green Hornet and the Shadow 
Knows. We have seen the changes from radio to TV and si-
lent movies to talkies and black and white movies to Techni-
color. We have gone from party line wall phones to cell 
phones small enough to fit into your pocket which can take 
photos that can be sent to other cell phones. We have com-
puters that can send instant messages and photos around the 
world. We can see the news as it is actually happening that’s 
to satellites. Think of the progress that we have witnessed. 
We have gone from wire to tape records to VCRs to DVDs 
that contain a whole movie on a small disk. 

We had wind up trains and Radio Flyer wagons. The best 
Christmas gift a boy could get back in those days would be a 
Red Rider 200 shot carbine BB gun with a compass in the 
stock. We had magazines such as Life, Look and the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

We have gone from the old washing machines with a wringer 
attached to automatic washer and driers, and air conditioning 
and from bricks in the oven of a cook stove to electric blan-
kets. As a youth, we never heard of FM radio, tape decks, 

electric typewriters, computers, word processors or artificial 
hearts. For a nickel you could ride a street car, buy a Pepsi 
or a Coke or enough stamps to mail one letter and two post 
cards. You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600, but 
who could afford one? A pity too, because gas was 11 cents 
per gallon. 

Yes, you’re only old once, let’s not complain, let’s enjoy it 
and think of the changes that we have witnessed and the 
freedom that we have. Changes that future generations 
probably will not see. Let the Yesteryear Museum help to 
bring back pleasant memories of your youth.” 

Thank you to John for submitting this nostalgic article and 
his generous words on behalf of the Yesteryear Museum. 
Our hope is that all visitors, old or young, appreciate what 
the museum has accomplished in gathering artifacts for dis-
play that show the progression of technology and how our 
culture has been changed by such progress. 
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YOU’RE ONLY OLD ONCE / Submitted by John Newcomer 



REMEMBER WHEN / Submitted by Gene Lundgrin 
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This is a brief look back on what has taken place over the 
years the Museum has been in existence. Gene is one of the 
original founding members and has since moved to South 
Carolina but does keep in touch with what is happening at 
the Yesteryear Museum. He has spoken of starting another 
organization down in the Carolina’s and we wish him best of 
luck. So here is a brief synopsis of Gene’s view on what has 
transpired over the years. 

REMEMBER WHEN? 

Remember when the first and second shows were held in 
the shade tress of Camp Webster? 

Remember when the Wheat Heritage Engine Association 
hosted the first two show? 

 The Solomon Water Tower was taken down and moved 
to Salina 

 Now the Yesteryear Museum Heritage building (then to 
be an electronics school) was dismantled by members 
and moved to the museum site and laid on the ground 
for a number of years 

 First well was dug and the windmill put into place 

 School house was moved to the museum grounds and 
sat on the large moving timbers for several years 

 The organizational meeting for the Flywheels was held 
at the City County building in the first floor conference 
room 

 Spring event was an antique tractor pull in May 

 Spring event was scheduled in March or April called By-
Gone Days and later added the antique tractor pull 

 Fall show pig was butchered 

 Shows featured sheep shearing 

 Fall show featured muzzle loading shooting 

 Mules pulled wheat binder 

 The first issue of the newsletter was published 

 Heritage building was completed 

 Balconies were added to the large museum building 

 Tractor pull track ran east and west 

 First bleacher was built and advertising was on the back 

 Filling station was moved from State Street 

 Cars had to be pulled out of the parking lot with tractors 
the large pits were dug in the parking lot for the dirt and 
the City of Salina debris was buried in the holes 

Remember when there was a large contract equipment sale 
held on the museum grounds in December 

Remember when post rock cutting, churning butter, separat-
ing milk, corn cob jelly, lye soap making, corn shelling, piano 
playing, square dancing, blacksmithing, corn shredding, min-
iature train was running, and whole hog sausage was made 
and later served as a meal during on of the shows. 

While things have changed over the years, the museum still 
sponsors many of these activities during our events. Yes, 
some activities have not been done for quite awhile, but that 
is due to those volunteers being unable to continue to 
demonstrate what they loved to do. Age has a way of affect-
ing people that way. 

So with that said, we would love to see the younger genera-
tion continue these traditional activities and help grow our 
events.  

The Annals of Kansas, 1886 

Dec 6 - The first train over the Kansas, Nebraska 
and Dakota railroad arrived at Topeka. 

Dec 23 - The Topeka, Salina & Western and The 
Kansas & Colorado railroads consolidated as part 
of the Missouri Pacific. 

Jan 1 - During 1886 Stafford county paid $666 in 
bounties for wolf scalps; $9 for wildcat scalps. 

Jan 29 - Susan B. Anthony, Kansas suffragist, was 
quoted by the Kansas City Times as saying 
“Ingalls has to go.” Senator Ingalls had made 
some anti-suffrage remarks. 

Feb 1 - The Kansas House voted for the woman 
suffrage bill, 91 to 22. Kansas became the first 
state to grant municipal suffrage to women. 



KANSAS TRIVIA / Submitted by Will Cooper 
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How well do you know your Kansas history? Here are some 
questions for you to ponder about our fair state: 
1. Who was the first female US Senator from Kansas. Who 

was her father? 
2. To date, who was the only US President from Kansas. 

Who was the Vice-President from Kansas serving from 
1893 to 1907? 

3. Name the former US Senator and who grew up in Rus-
sell and ran for President. 

4. What famous auto industrialist grew up in Ellis? What 
year did he establish his corporation? 

5. Who was the first female Harlem Globetrotter? What 
year did she captain the US Olympic team that won the 
gold medal? 

6. How many counties are in Kansas? Where does Kansas 
rank in number of public roads in the nation? 

7. Who was the first female to fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean and where, in Kansas, was she from? What year 
did she disappear in her attempt to fly around the 
world? 

8. What crop does Kansas lead the nation in production 
almost every year? What percentage of this crop pro-
duced in the US is grown in Kansas? 

9. What is the state mammal? What is the state reptile? 
10. What historic trail was used for cattle drives through 

Caldwell, Wellington, Wichita, Newton and ended in 
Abilene in the 1800’s? 

11. What two things is Garden City famous for that is the 
worlds largest? 

12. What University of Kansas coach invented the game of 
basketball? 

13. What athlete from Wichita was a three-time Olympian 
and won a world track record for the mile run in 1966? 

14. Cawker City is known as the home of the largest what? 
How much is it estimated to weight? 

15. What is the name of the one time world’s largest coal 
shovel near the town of West Mineral in southeast Kan-
sas? How tall is it? 

16. In what year was the nations first steam-liner train put 
into service between two cities in Kansas? It’s name? 
What two cities did the train travel between? 

17. What city in Kansas claims to have the world’s largest 
hand dug well? What was its original intended use? 

18. Where is the first territorial capitol building located? 
19. What college in Kansas is the only known college level 

school to offer a course in Antique Auto Restoration 
and in what city is it located? 

20. What city claims to be the “Czech” capitol? 
***Answers on Page 6*** 

 
 
 
 
 

HELP! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Okay, I admit that was a pathetic attempt to get your atten-
tion. Did it work??? 
The idea is to make you aware that there are numerous im-
plements and machines that could use your help in restora-
tion. 
I realize that not everyone is mechanically inclined, (I would 
have to place myself in that category) but not all projects 
deal with mechanical issues. 
We have artifacts that need new paint, others require simple 
maintenance, while yet others need a complete overhaul. 
There are displays that need cleaned, rearranged and descrip-
tions written to explain their purpose to the general public. 
The point being, don’t be shy about asking what needs to be 
accomplished at the museum. Tell us what you have in mind 
and we can match up your interests to various displays and 
artifacts at the museum. 
Your volunteer hours mean much more that just accom-
plishing a project. The hours you provide to the museum 
can be used to match like-kind grants. In other words, your 
hours can translate into monetary grants to the museum. 
Not bad for a few hours of work! 
Please give this some serious consideration. We certainly 
appreciate your monetary support as a member. However, 
we would love to welcome you as an active participant as 
well. 

I’ve broken down and can’t run! 

RESTORATION OPPORTUNITIES 
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VISITING ARTIST / Submitted by Will Cooper 

Late in the year, Dana Brown visited the museum. What is 
so special about that you might ask? Well, Dana is a signa-
ture member of the national Watercolor Society and partici-
pates in juried exhibitions as well as selling her artwork at 
well known art festivals across the country. The inspiration 
for her artwork comes from photographs of antique farm 
equipment and implements which she then transforms into 
watercolor paintings. 
She estimates about 5 - 7 of those paintings are of equip-
ment located on the grounds of the Yesteryear Museum. 
During our conversation, Dana attempted to describe her 
technique and the process that goes into her artwork. “I’m 
only interested in the forms, shapes, and color and the fact 
that the equipment was designed to perform a specific func-
tion,” she explains, “I’m not a mechanic or an engineer, but 
then most landscape painters aren’t botanists, horticultural-
ists, or geologists either”. 
Her paintings are done in clean crisp lines and in bold col-
ors. The subject of her paintings are foremost on the canvas 
with little background detail. 
When she stopped in at the museum to take photographs, 
Dana was on her way to the Cherry Creek Art Festival in 
Denver. Dana spent about an hour photographing equip-
ment in various light settings. She enjoyed the subject matter 
at our museum so much that she stopped by again the fol-
lowing week to continue to draw inspiration from our equip-
ment. Dana explained that the light setting was totally differ-
ent then her previous visit and wanted to capture the same 
pieces in a different light. 
So, although the people who have purchased her artwork are 
totally unaware of where the subject matter came from, 
some of our equipment graces the walls of people who are 
appreciative of her talent. Just as we are appreciative of 
Dana’s interest in our exhibits. 

 “Find something that you’d really 

like to do, and you will never have 

to consider it work”. 
There are plenty of projects around the muse-
um that need attention. If you have a passion 
for history, restoration or find that you like vol-
unteering your time to a worthwhile endeavor, 
we would like you to contact the museum and 
inquire about what kind of projects we have 
available. 

The following are some interesting facts based on immigra-
tion to the State of Kansas: 
 
Settlement in Kansas 
After the Civil War and before 1890, the population of Kan-
sas increased by the greatest amount in its history. More 
than a million people streamed into Kansas seeking a new 
life on the frontier. 
 
160 Acres for Free 
If you had ancestors in Kansas more than 130 years ago, 
there’s a good chance they came to claim the free land of-
fered to settlers by the Homestead Act passed by the U.S. 
Congress in 1862. 
 
The Orphan Trains 
Children without parents to care for them were given special 
help to come to Kansas. Some of these children were recent 
immigrants from Europe, others were abandoned or home-
less American children. The Children’s Aid Society of New 
York operated orphan trains between 1854 and 1929. Of 
the 150,000 children who left New York, nearly 5,000 of 
them were adopted by families in Kansas. 
 
Journal of a Journey 
 
By the end of the 1800’s, German-speaking people formed 
the largest group of new immigrants to Kansas. Many came 
from Germany but many others were living near the Volga 
River in Russia. They called themselves Volga-Germans or 
German-Russians. Most were members of one of three dif-
ferent religions: Lutherans, Catholics, or Mennonites. All 
three of these groups helped large numbers of immigrants 
come to Kansas. 
 
Home Swede Home 
 
Swedish pioneers who moved to central Kansas in the mid-
1800’s called their new home framtidslandet, the land of the 
future. Many had left their homeland when famine threat-
ened starvation. Swedes praised immigration and encouraged 
friends and family in Europe to join them. 

KANSAS IMMIGRATION  
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Here are the answers to the trivia questions from Page 4. 
1. Nancy Kassebaum Baker (Landon) 
      Alf Landon 
2. Dwight Eisenhower 
      Charles Curtis 
3. Bob Dole 
4. Walter P. Chrysler 
      1925 
5.    Lynette Woodard of Wichita 
      1984 
6. 105 Counties 
      4th 
7. Amelia Earheart 
      Atchinson 
      1937 
8. Wheat 
      20% (approximation) 
9. American Bison (Buffalo) 
      Ornate Box Turtle 
10. Chisholm Trial 
11. Concrete Municipal Swimming Poll 
      Beef Processing Plant 
12. James Naismith 
13. Jim Ryun 
14. Ball of Twine 
     17,000lbs (approximate weight) 
15. “Big Brutus” 
      160ft 
16. 1934 
      City of Salina 
      Salina to Kansas City with a daily return 
17. Greensburg 
      Dug to supply water for the Santa Fe Steam locomotives 
18. Ft. Riley - Off K-18 between the Main Post & Ogden 
19. McPherson College 
      McPherson 
20. Wilson (Ellsworth County) 
 
Well, how did you do. Granted some of the questions are a 
little obscure but it is part of the history of our state. 

 
 
 
OMC TRACTOR 
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KANSAS TRIVIA ANSWERS EXHIBHIT PHOTOS 
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TYPES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 
 

COG   $40.00 
Basic voting membership with merchant discounts and newsletter. 
 
SPOKE   $60.00 TO $249.00 
All of the above, PLUS merchant discounts, free Museum admis-
sion and annual listing Newsletter. 
 
MOMENTUM WHEEL $250.00 to $499.00 
All of the above, PLUS free admission to all shows and events. 
 
FLYWHEEL  $500.00 TO $1,499.00 
All of the above, PLUS free admission to all shows and events for 
entire family and guests, an advertisement in the Newsletter, and 
half price use of any facility twice during the year. 
 
BIG WHEEL  $1,500.00 AND UP 
All of the above, PLUS meals at events, and advertisement in pro-
grams and a sign or banner on the premises. Twice annual use of 
facility is free. 
 
STEAM ENGINE One time payment of $3,000.00 
   (Life Member) 
All of the previous benefits and more. Talk to any BOD Officer 
today! 

Below is a listing of the current membership as of Novem-
ber 2012. We certainly would like to see this number grow, 
so if you know of anyone that would have an interest in the 
Museum, please provide them with the information to con-
tact the office. W are more than happy to provide interested 
persons with the membership levels and the benefits of be-
longing to the Museum. 
 
 
 

2012 MEMBERS 
 
A. Jay Anderson   Clayton Anderson 
Richard Bowman   Kenneth Bourbina 
Beth & Jim Brown  Richard & Karen Buhle 
Robert Buster   Mike & Amy Caldwell 
Tom & Joan Caldwell  Phil Coleman 
Harold Cooley   James Cram 
Dean & Pam Gipe  Ronald Gipe 
Dale Gier   Ron Gross 
Dwight Gage   Evelyn Henricks 
Ron Heflin   Chris Helm 
Dan Helm   Jerry Henrikus 
Mark Hoff   Monty Hole  
Phyllis Hoover   Chris & Lisa Housos 
Ted & Sherry Housos  Harry Hughes  
Eldon Hyle   Francis & Linda Komarek 
Kent Lambert   Georgia Lytle 
Bryan Lorenson   Joyce & Leon Marrs 
Marilyn Marietta   Betsy Marietta 
Jerry & Mary Jo May  Jack & Sandra Merrill 
Wayne Montgomery  Julia Morse 
John & Jody Munson  Gary Neuschafer 
Michael Nordboe   Terry & Mary Lou Odle 
Jack & Neola O’Neal  Bill & Kathleen Pierson 
Leroy & Nellie Quade  Anthony Reiss 
Larry Ring   Rande Repp 
Dave Rettele   Michael & Barbara Ross 
Rex Russell   Richard Schmid 
Norbert Schneweis  Don Stanley 
Greg Stephens   Hal Stephens 
Ron & LaVonne Sutton  Duane Snyder 
Dwight Tam   John & Kellie Thelander 
John & Jennifer Tillman  Arnold Tillberg 
Charles & Elaine Waddle  Ken Wasserman 
James Welch   Gary & Corina Winslow 
 
 
 

We appreciate your support! 

Where History Comes Alive! 

2012 MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

NEED SPACE? 
Keep us in mind when you have the need for addi-
tional space when hosting an event. With our fully 
functional kitchen, dining hall for seating up to 80 
people and all the outdoor space you need, we are 
the perfect solution for those events requiring 
room for large groups. 
Call the office at (785) 825-8473 and talk to Will 
about pricing and availability. 
Don’t forget, all museum exhibits and building are 
available for your group to tour and enjoy! 



Phone: 785-825-8473 
Fax: 785-825-8473 
Email: yesteryearmuseum.org 

A Living History Museum 

We’re On The Web!  Come Check Us Out! 

www.yesteryearmuseum.org 
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