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I was talking to my Dad back home a while back. I seem to find him a 
lot smarter now than when I was a teenager. We were talking about 
red and green tractors among other things. He has red tractors, but he 
also has an old Gibson. Gibson tractors were built mostly in Long-
mont, Colorado, in the late 40’s to early 50’s. They were smaller trac-
tors, 6 to 9 hp in most of  the early ones. Most notable was the fact 
that they were lever steer versus having a steering wheel. Dad’s Gib-
son has some mechanical issues so he doesn’t drive it anymore. One 
of  my son’s favorite memories of  visiting grandpa was that he got to 
drive the Gibson around. I look around here at the Flywheels and see 
red and green tractors but also see a lot of  other manufacturers mod-
els. We have a Twin Cities on display as well as Oliver, Avery, LeRoi, 
and Ford. Most of  these older tractor companies merged or went out 
of  business and eventually we end up with what we have today. John 
Deere first made Waterloo tractors and finally started making the 
model D in the early 1900’s. International Harvester made various 
tractors including the popular Farmall series. At our recent car and 
tractor show I saw all different kinds of  tractors and cars. I didn’t real-
ize that Avanti was once part of  Studebaker and they produced cars 
for a few years. As I look at all of  the tractor and car models that were 
at the show, the ones we have at the Museum, and the ones people 
have at their homes, I see people that are interested in keeping history 
alive in some fashion and having fun doing it. Here at Central Kansas 
Flywheels we are doing that very same thing of  keeping history alive 
and preserved. We have added a few items and fixed some older items 
so if  you haven’t looked around out here lately come see us and enjoy 
some reminiscing and you too can help keep history alive. 



The following is a list of  projects that need to 
be done around the Museum. If  you have an in-
terest in working on or wish to fund one of  
these projects, please contact Monty or Will. 

 

 

Projects 

 

 Paint Bleachers 

 Repair and paint Chuck Wagon 

 Repair and paint picnic tables 

 Caulk and paint Church windows 

 Wooden posts on front fence need replacing 

 Sort and organize exhibits of  south balcony 
in the Agricultural Display Building 

 Make new signage for exhibits 

 

 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

7 p.m.  -  Heritage Building 

 

January 13, 2022 

March 10, 2022 

May 12, 2022 

July 14, 2022 

September 8, 2022 

November 10, 2022 (Elections) 
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Volunteers Needed 2022 Board of  Directors 

Officers 

President - Monty Hole 

Treasurer - Will Cooper 

Board of Directors 

2022 Term Expiration 

Kenny Fuller 

2023 Term Expiration 

Adam Hummel 

2024 Term Expiration 

Jamie Samson 

Dave Rettele 

 

“I still believe in amber waves of  grain, 

      man on his knees praying for rain.      

That grew this country strong 

      and keeps us moving on.” 
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The Radio (credit to Radio Communication - Education & Awareness) 

The radio became a source of news and entertainment in the Great Plains area in the early 1900’s. Families  
gathering in front of the radio became a common occurrence in many households. Often you will hear older 
visitors mention this as they tell stories of their childhood. 
 
The history of the radio is a fascinating one that changed how the world connected and communicated from 
distances both far and near.  
 
While the radio enjoys a long and interesting history, its earliest beginnings are still quite controversial. There's 
some debate as to who actually invented the radio. While we may not know with certainty who put together the 
first radio device, we do know that in 1893 the inventor Nikolai Tesla demonstrated a wireless radio in St. Lou-
is, Missouri. Despite this demonstration, Guglielmo Marconi is the person most often credited as the father 
and inventor of the radio. It was Marconi that was awarded the very first wireless telegraphy patent in England 
in the year 1896. A year later, however, Tesla filed for patents for his basic radio in the United States. His pa-
tent request was granted in 1900, four full years after Marconi's patent was awarded. Regardless of who created 
the very first radio, on December 12, 1901, Marconi's place in history was forever sealed when he became the 
first person to transmit signals across the Atlantic Ocean.   
 
In the 1920s, following the war, civilians began to purchase radios for private use. Across the U.S. broadcasting 
stations such as KDKA in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, began. In 1920, the Westinghouse Company applied for 
and received a commercial radio license which allowed for the creation of KDKA. KDKA would then become 
the first radio station officially licensed by the government. It was also Westinghouse which first began adver-
tising the sale of radios to the public. While manufactured radios were finding their way into the mainstream, 
home-built radio receivers were a solution for some households. This began to create a problem for the manu-
facturers who were selling pre-made units. As a result, the Radio Corporation Agreements, RCA, was sanc-
tioned by the government. Under RCA, certain companies could make receivers, while other companies were 
approved to make transmitters. It was AT&T that, in 1923, released the first radio advertisement. In the late 
20’s, CBS and NBC were created in response to AT&T being the sole station with rights to toll (paid spon-
sored) broadcasting. 

The Yesteryear Museum 
has over 15 radios on 

display 

Firestone Model Silvertone Model 



Page 4 CENTRAL KANSAS FLYWHEELS 

Serenity Seating Area 

Work has begun on an eagle scout project by Quinton Stenglemeier that will tie our picnic seating 
area to the new fire pit. The crew is adding dirt and leveling the ground for pavers that will surround 
the fire pit and connect it to the raised seating area used by visitors. 
 
The existing brick and stone of the seating area are being scrubbed and any loose bricks reset. 
 
The benches and picnic tables are also getting a refurbishment by being sanded and either stained or 
painted making for a fresh appearance. Look for a picture of the completed area in our next newslet-
ter. 
 
This project will provide a beautiful area for visitors to sit and relax. It provides a great view of the 
buildings and grounds of the museum not to mention the shade from the trees will be welcome on 
those hot summer days. 
 
The area will also be used for scouting events such as National Smore’s Day wherein the fire pit will 
be used by scouts for making smore’s and for other events such as hot dog roasts. 
 
A huge thank you to Quinton and all who helped him in this project. It is greatly appreciated! 



Page 5 VOLUME 37, ISSUE 2 

From the Office 

Did I miss Spring? Seems the temperature went up 30 or more degrees in a matter of a week or two. Of course 
warmer days means an uptick in visitation. I am grateful we can provide visitors the opportunity to view our col-
lection of artifacts gathered by so many people over the years. It really is amazing to think of the work and dedica-
tion it took over the last 42 years to become the museum we are today. 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who have worked hard to make the museum look its best for the Car and Tractor 
Show. It seems to get a harder each year to find the people needed to help prepare the buildings and grounds for 
an event.  
 
Look for the Yesteryear Museum entry in the Tri-Rivers Fair parade on August 2nd. We will have several tractors 
entered and will be accompanied by the Kansas Tractor Club.  
 
I’m thrilled to announce that the Bane Foundation has provided a generous grant that will allow for the installation 
of new LED lighting in the Agricultural Display Building. The project has been reviewed for what is needed and 
the materials have been ordered for the new lighting. Work will begin in approximately a month. 
 
I look forward to having the Wheat Weavers Society create their art here in the Heritage building later this month. 
I really enjoy their creative process in making their designs. 

Past Memories 
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Where: Central Kansas Flywheels 
When: July 4th - 5pm to 7pm 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Join us in celebrating the 4th of  July with food, 
conversation and memories! 

 
See you there! 
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Car & Tractor Show 

A chilly and breezy day is what the Car & Tractor Show contended with Saturday, May 21st. As a first 
time event, attendance was uncertain both by participants and spectators. However, as the day progressed 
many people were arriving to view the entrants, talk to the exhibitors and to vote for their favorite vehi-
cle. The organizers plan to grow the show into a destination for those wanting to exhibit their vehicles. A 
total of 26 vehicles were registered for the day.  
 
Mike Boldenow, President of the Kansas Tractor Club, organized a short tractor drive in the morning. 
They drove their tractors 20 miles and returned in time for a delicious bbq lunch that was served in the 
Heritage Building. 
 
A representative of Salina 311, an online news site, covered the event and spoke with organizer Adam 
Hummel about the event and what to look forward to in the future. 

Awards 
 

Car 
1st Jim Gruber - 57 Chevy   

2nd Dave Affoltor - 67 Camaro 
3rd Ben Richardson - 65 Mustang 
4th Joseph Krahl - 31 Model A    

 
Peoples Choice 

Jason Tappendic - 5 Window Coupe 
 

Presidents Choice 
Rich Geist - Avanti II 

Awards 
 

Tractor 
1st Garry Boldenow  - John Deere B 
2nd Nolan Mayden - John Deere 70 

3rd Terry Thompson - Ferguson TO-30 
4th John Carson - Allis Chalmers G 

 
Peoples Choice 

Terry Thompson - Ferguson TO-30 
 

Presidents Choice 
Cody Berven - Silver King 



 
Phone: 785-825-8473 
Email: ckf@yesteryearmuseum.org 

A Living History Museum 

CENTRAL KANSAS FLYWHEELS YESTERYEAR MUSEUM 
1100 W. DIAMOND DR. 
SALINA, KANSAS   67401 

Memories of  
our Heritage 

We’re On The Web! Check Us Out! 
 

www.yesteryearmuseum.org 
 

And Remember to “Like Us” on Facebook 


